Fourth Annual Bible Seminar

Grasping Goddc

St. Michael

Lutheran Church

CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS
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Seminar Agenda

Introduction 9:00a
Q&A 11:45a
Lunch 12:00p;12:45p
Q&A 2:45p
Conclusions and End 3:00p

SAVE THE DATE!

Join us on Saturday,

January B, 2019 for our
next Bible Seminar
onthe Book of Isaiah
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Foundational Beliefs
Bible Translations

The Interpretive Journey
The Hsstorical/Cultural Context
Biblical Genres

Letters

Gospels

Acts

Old Testament Narratives
Old Testament Law

Old Testament Poetry
Old Testament Prophets
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1. Foundational Beliefs

A Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Scripture Alone and Christ
Alone.

A TheBiblei®2RQa AYALIANBR | yR LIS

A The chief teaching of the Bible is justification by
grace, through faith in Jesus.

A wSadza Aa GKS . AofSQa OSydN
A Though the Bible is diverse, it is unified

A God has entered human history.

2. Bible Translations

What is translation?Transferring the message of one
language into another language.

What is biblical translationZ NI y a F SNNAY 3 D2RQ
which was originally written in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek,
into our language.
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KIV NASB RSV  NRSV NAB NIV NJB NCV GNB The Message
AV NKV HCSB NET TNIV REB NLT CEV
ESV




3. The Interpretive Journey




Mea“i“g 1 — Grasping the Text in Their Town
What did the text mean to the biblical audience?
2 — Measuring the Width of the River

What are the differences between the biblical
audience and us?

Meaning 3 — Crossing the Principlizing Bridge

What is the theological principle in this text?

- } 4 — Grasping the Text in Our Town
nl]l]l":a“o“ How should individual Christians today apply the

theological principle(s) in their lives?

Inspiration

Thel 2t & {LIANARGQA 62N] Ay GKS f
Scripture with the result that they wrote what God wanted
to communicate (2 Tim 3:16). Aighed work.

[llumination

Thel 2t & {LANARGQA ¢62N] 2F OoONAy3
and receive the truth of Scripture. An ongoing work.

Joshua 1:19



4. The Historical/Cultural Context

D2R RAR y20G areésx a.S0OldzasS LQY
SOSNEO2ReE Ay |ff GAYSa IyR Od:
God spoke through the human writers of Scripture to

address the realife needs of people at a particular time in a
particular culture.

The truth of the matter is that each passage of Scripture
gl a D2RQa 2L2NRIIS2 02SiFRINE A (G 0 ¢
Word to us.

WHAT IRAHISTORICACULTURAL CONTEXT?
1. The Biblical Writer
A2KIFHi Aa GKS FdziK2NRa ol Of
A When did the author write?
A What type of ministry did the author have?

A What type of relationship did the author have
with his audience?

2. The Biblical Audience
A What circumstances does the audience face?
Persecution
Destruction of the Temple
Exile in Babylon

False Teaching
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3. Other HistoricalCultural Elements
Social Factors
Geographical Features
Religious Life
PoliticalClimate

Economic Practices

Amos 1:1

5. Biblical Genres

Genres of Old Testament Literature
A Narrative
Law

A

A Poetry
A Prophecy
A

Wisdom

Genres of New Testament Literature
A Gospel
A History
A Letter
A Apocalyptic
10



6. Letters

T nt L r
Pauline General
Romans Hebrews

1,2 Corinthians  James
Galatians 1,2 Peter

Ephesians 1,2,3
John

“ame Philippians Jude "ame
{{1]]1]

Colossians

1, 2 Thessalonians

recipients 1,2 Timothy writer

Titus

Philemon

Carefully written and delivered

A The actual job of writing down a letter was normally
assigned to a trained scribe or secretaayn@nuensik

GL>Y ¢SNIAdzas 6K2 oNROGS R24Y
[ 2 NJRGELS:22)

A It was mistomary for the author to add a final greeting
in his ownhandwriting

GL tldzf X oNRGS GKAZCEFMNBRSOAY:
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Cosenders played a significant role
Gt ldzf = {Afl & YR ¢AY20GKe X¢
Delivery depended on trusted letter carriers

G¢B28OKAOKdza oAttt GStft &Zdz I ff

Letterswere authoritative substitutes for the author's
personal presence (Gal 1:1; 2 Pet 1:1).

Situationalg written to address specific situations or
problems in the churches

A To clarify an issuéThessalonians)
A To address a doctrinal problerfColossians)

A To confront the ethical behavior of readers
(James)

Implications of the occasional nature of letters

A They were Bver meant to be read as exhaustive
dictionaries of doctrine

A Be careful not to conclude too much from any one
letter.

Galatansc freedom
1 Corinthiang; obedience

T Reconstruct the original situation that called for the
letter in the first place
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We go to the Epistles again and again for Christian theology;
they are loaded with it. Buive must always keep in mind
that they were not primarily written to expound Christian
theology. It is always theology applied to or directed to a
particular need.

Philippians 2:12

7. Gospels

Gospels 47%
Acts 13%
Paul’s Letters

PRYZ!
General Letters
10%
Revelation 7%
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o To To o Do o

_ T hr e <

Isaiah 40:9

News of political or militaryigtory
News of the birth of an emperor
News proclaimed by or about Jesus

Gospels arancientbiographies rather thamodern
biographies

A ¢KSe R2y Qi O20SNJ/ KNRA&GQ:

A tKSe INB Y2aid O2yOSNYySR

A They are ot obsessed with strict chronological
sequencing; e.g., Jn 2:-P4.

A Variation in wording; e.g., Lk 3:6

A Variation in order of evats; e.g., Mt 4:111;
Lk 4:311.
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C2rdzNde!D @ HFAuISRAGETF S N
B SINBARVABKES 2 NBsu2 T

Matthew | Synoptic Gospels
Mark "see together”

Luke
John

How the Gospelsre related
A 661 verses in Mark
A 500 of them in Matthew
A 350 of them in Luke

A 235 verses common to Mattheand Luke, but not in
Mark.
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Markan Prority

A al NJQa RSGFATE INB GKS Yz2ad
A al Nl MYoHZ d&al FGOSNI adzyaSi:e
A alN] cYodpZ dGKS IANBSYy 3IANI
A alFN] mMnYpX donn RSYIl NRAE

A al Nl Qa D2allSt Aa GKS aK2NIS:
the longest.

A Of the 92 passagddarkandLuke have in
common, Mark is longer 71 times.

A Of the 104passages thavlark and Matthew
have in common, Mark is longer 63 times.

A Less than 10% of Mark is not included in Matthavd
Luke

A Mark contains the most Aramaic words preserved in
Greek trarsliteration

A GG.2FySNBS&a¢ o6alN] oYMTDU
A Gt AGKE 1 2dzyé dal N}l pYnn
A G/ 2ND I yé dalN] TYMMDU

A GRIKLIKI GKI ¢ 6al NJ] TYonbo
A arool ¢ balN] wmMnYocdo

A Mark omits all the material common to Mattheand
Luke
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Parables

A story with two levels of meaning, where certain details in
the story stand for other things

1 A story where every detail stands for something
else?

1 A story with only one point?

1 A story with one main point for each main character

Rebellious son Sinners may confess their sins and turn to God
in repentance

Forgiving father | God offers forgiveness for undeserving people

Resentful brother | Those who claim to be God’s people should not
be resentful when God extends his grace to the
undeserving.

Two Kinds of Parables
A Kingdom of God Parables
A Uses stock metaphe (vineyard, harvest, reapers).

A May be harder to apply because of different hearers
(wickedtennants)

A Generally speak of God's action, Kingdom, Last Day
A Piety Parables

A No comparable use of stock metaphors

A More"everyman" like parable of the rich fool

A Generally speak about human action
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Steps for Interpreting Parables
A Get clues from the context.
A Distinguish background material.

A For a Kingdom Parable, are there standard images, e.g.,
vineyard, harvest, reapers?

A What are the main characters? How does their reaction
to each other and their circumstances contribute to the
meaning of the parable? Each parable makes one main
point per charactetuusually two or three [characters] in
each casend these main characteege the most likely
elements within the parable to stand for something
other than themselves.

A/ 2yaARSNI KS aaK201¢ O02YLRYS

A Be sure that you understand cultural significance of
items in the text.

Luke 19:1&28
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8. Acts

A Four versions of the life and ministry of Jesus, one story
of the birth and growth of the early church

A Title?

A a¢eKS O2yiGAydzAay3 | Ota 2F WS
the apostles and other earlghristian leaders

A ! Otaé F2NJ aK2NI
A Acts presents unique interpretive challenges

A Prescriptive; the church in every age should imitate
the early church

A Descriptive; early church valuable and inspiring, but
not necessarily binding on us

1 Jerusalem 8 Derbe
2 Samaria 9 Lystra 16 Beroea
3 Caesarea 10 Iconium 17 Athens
4 Damascus 11 Antioch 18 Corinth
5 Antioch 12 Ephesus 19 MALTA
6 Salamis 13 Troas 20 Puteoli
7 Paphos 14 Philippi 21 Rome

19



Acts 1:8nholds the key to understanding how Luke organizes
his story of the triumphant expansion of the gospel from
Jerusalem (heart of Israel) to Rome (heart of the empire).

Acts 1-6 “in Jerusalem”

Acts 7-12 “in Judea and Samaria”

Acts 13-28 “to the ends of the earth” Paul

20



Acts 2\ Acts 8 Acts 10

>

Spirit comes on Spirit comes on Spirit comes on
Jewish Samaritan Gentile
Christians at Christians Christians
Pentcost

The single most helpful guidelimgtolook for repeated
themes and patterrns

A e.g., Peter and Paul [9:40; 20]10

A Paul and Jesus [Lk 2:49; 22:37; 24:7, 44; Acts 2:23;
Acts 9:16; 19:21; 23:11]

ATKS anNesdK g6/ 1D:24R19:80). 6 2 NR

Acts 2:4a
21



9. Old Testament Narratives

Narrativec literary form with sequential actiomvolving
plot, setting, and characters.

bl NNI §A@S R2SayQi GStft dza o+
it showsus by the actions of the characters.

PS2LJX S 2FGSy dzaS 4Gyl NN G§A @S¢
interchangeably.

The interpretive river is often wide in OT narrative.

Locate the story you are studying in the context of the
stories that surround it

Keep relating the parts (individual stories) to the big
story d the entire book and the whole OT

e.g. Judg 1:1; 20:18
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